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Grass Staggers

® is caused by a deficiency in magnesium (Mg)

Avoiding Grass Staggers

e ensure sufficient intake of
e generally affects adult lactating cows Endogenous magnesium every day
e can cause sudden death close to calving secretions e ensure heavily pregnant

.............. and recently calved cows

R\ are offered sufficient feed

e supplement with high
Mg feed when pasture
S unavailable or low in Mg

Absorbed
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e provide a magnesium
supplement e.g causmag,
mag sulphate, mag
chloride, Rumetrace
Magnesium Capsules

Dietary Mg

Cows need

magnesium every day b

because they cannot
mobilise magnesium
stored in the body

(4 ] The magnesium in feed
Mg in milk and supplements
not absorbed by the
cow is lost in faeces

o &
Risk Factors — P

Absorption limited by:
e grass staggers in beef cows is often preceded by a period of

reduced feed intake e.g. inclement weather, yarding or transport

Demands for magnesium

e Dry matter intake . : .
y increase during lactation

* Rate of passage

e grass staggers also occurs when the cows are grazing lush, rapidly of ingested feed
growing pasture with low dry matter e Fibre content

* Potassium in diet

Cows with higher milk
production are at higher risk

e use of nitrogen or potash fertiliser increases risk of grass staggers



