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Dysbacteriosis scoring in practice
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Mean Dysbacteriosis Score
•  Scoring for dysbacteriosis is performed according to the system described by De Gussem M. (2010) and 

Teirlynck et al. (2011).

•  Scoring should be performed immediately after culling (maximum 20 minutes) on at least 5 randomly chosen 
birds per house.

•  The gut is evaluated for 10 individual parameters which are scored for present (1) or non-present (0).

Practical example:

For each of the parameters described above a score 0 (normal) or 1 (abnormal) is given.

•  All scores are added up and divided by the number of birds evaluated, resulting in a number 10.

•  Dividing this score by 2.5 gives a score on 4 (similar as the coccidiosis scoring) or the mean dysbacteriosis 
score per house.

•  If the mean dysbacteriosis score > 1.2, then further investigation should be considered.

DYSBACTERIOSIS

Animals Overall Cranial Caudal Hind gut Total

Gut
Ballooning

Inflammation Flaccid Abnormal 
Contents

Thickess Inflammation Flaccid Abnormal 
Contents

Thickness Undigested 
Feed

1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1

2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 1 1 9

3 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 2

4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

5 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 3

=15/5

= 3 on 10
or

1.2 on 4
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Mean Bacterial Enteritis Score
•Scoring for bacterial enteritis is performed according to the system described by De Gussem M. 

(2010) and Teirlynck et al. (2011).

•Scoring should be performed immediately after culling (maximum 20 minutes) on at least 5 randomly 
chosen birds per house.

• The gut is evaluated for 10 individual parameters which are scored for present (1) or absent (0).

Practical example:
For each of the parameters described above a score 0 (normal) or 1 (abnormal) is given.

•All scores are added up and divided by the number of birds evaluated, resulting in a score out of 10.

•Dividing this score by 2.5 gives a score out of 4 (similar as the coccidiosis scoring) or the mean 
bacterial enteritis score per house.

•If the mean bacterial enteritis score is > 1.2 out of 4, then further investigation should be considered.
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